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“We can never insure one –hundred percent of the population against one-hundred percent 

of the hazards and vicissitudes of life.  But we have tried to frame a law which will give 

some measure of protection to the average citizen and to his family against the loss of and 

against poverty-ridden old age.” – Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 



 
 
Dear Alliance Activists, 
 
For years, opponents of Social Security have tried to erode confidence in the system in order to 
get Americans to support proposals that would cut vital benefits.  Social Security Works, the 
Alliance for Retired Americans, and our friends and allies have joined together to greatly 
improve messaging about our Social Security program.  In the past five years, we have created 
and produced a campaign to transform the conversation from “cuts vs. no cuts” to “no cuts vs. 
expansion”.  Although we have succeeded in many ways, we need your help to reach legislators, 
the media, and the American people in order to demonstrate the importance of Social Security 
for the retirement security of millions of Americans. 
 
Discussion of Social Security on Capitol Hill and in the national media takes place nearly 
entirely in budgetary terms, with little reference to the retirement income crisis Americans face 
in cities and towns around the country. There is a tremendous gap between the predominant 
perception in Congress, the Administration, and the national media about what they think is the 
standard of living of seniors, on the one hand—e.g., living in gated communities, driving fancy 
cars—and the reality of their experiences, on the other. Given the importance of Social Security 
to today’s seniors, and the likelihood that it will be even more important to millennials and 
others retiring in the coming years, it is important that policymakers and the media hear directly 
from older Americans their personal retirement security stories.  
 
Our strategy is this: we want to help active seniors like you by providing resources that will help 
you engage the media, legislators, and other seniors.  To do so we have provided a Social 
Security Expansion Messaging Toolkit that includes: a messaging presentation, background 
information on Social Security and how it affects Americans, messaging advice, sample event 
materials, sample letters to the editor, and a digital toolkit.  All of these are intended to help you 
continue, or begin, advocating for Social Security.  Additional resources are also available online 
at socialsecurityworks.org 
 
We hope that this toolkit is only the first step towards advocacy.  We encourage you to maintain 
contact with SSW and the Alliance, We will also provide information to you via email as we 
continue our fight to expand Social Security. We have outlined a set of engagement activities in 
the toolkit to ensure you are well informed for your advocacy. 
 
Every day in Washington, we fight to ensure that Social Security is not only protected but 
expanded.  It isn’t easy, but with your help we can expand our network to let every elected 
official know that the American people will not stand for cuts to our Social Security system.  If 
you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Ebonie Williams at 202-
637-3985 or ewilliams@socialsecurityworks.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ewilliams@socialsecurityworks.org
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Maintaining the Foundation 

of American Retirement Security 
 

Going On Offense for 
Our Social Security System 

by The Topos Partnership + KNP Communications 
 

 for Social Security Works 
 

June 2012 

Research Goals and Approach 

“Meta-survey” 
 

TalkBack testing 
 

Total N > 800 

 Engage greater support for preventing Social 
Security cuts, laying groundwork for 
enhancements 

 Obstacles? 

 An effective “organizing idea”? 

Organizing Ideas Lack of Confidence 

The economy and government are in a bad place and there 
is no guarantee that the money from social security will be 
there. – 32-year old moderate, AL  

Roots of the Problem 

Repetition 

Common sense 
“explanations” 

Living longer 

Fewer workers per retiree 

Raiding the fund 

Deficit/broke 
 

Nihilism 
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Tested – Proving Solvency 

Scrap the cap 

Simple 
adjustments 

Same rate 

$0.50/week 

Etc 

Tested – Explaining Attacks 

Lying/tricking 

For the 
commissions 

They don’t like 
government 

Etc. 

Tested – Importance 

 SS saves us 

 Insurance 

 Beloved institution 

 Highway analogy 

 Etc. 

Tested – Safer bet 

 Than 401K, stock market 
etc… 

 US Bonds 
 One thing we can count 

on 
 Difficult for most 
 Etc. 

Winning the debate means 

 Points that most effectively increased 
confidence 

 Sticky 

 Change thinking 

 Helped with policy preferences 

The winning  approaches 

 A critical system (vital, essential, 
foundational, core institution, highway 
analogy, etc.) 

 A safe bet (relative to all other retirement 
scenarios) 

 Why people attack it (for the 
commissions) 
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Recommendation 

We don’t win by addressing/refuting their 
argument. (defense) 

We win by reinvigorating the image of Social 
Security as the retirement system we can 
truly count on. (offense) 

More Than Just “Social Security” 

Instead of just referring to “Social Security,” get in the 
habit of saying 3 extra syllables:  

 

Our Social Security system 
 

   (1) Our reminds people that we built and paid for it  
   (2) System conveys that it is far-reaching and important 

 

“Social Security” is a great name. “Our Social Security 
system” is even stronger – using it early and often, and 

when you do abbreviate it, using “the system” rather than 
just “Social Security” – is an easy way to shift the debate.  

Tell the Core Story 

 
What we built 
 
Why we built it 
 

What we built 

Our Social Security system is a critical system that serves us all, like the 
military or the highway system. It is the foundation of our retirement 
security. It is basic protection for our families if we become disabled or die. 
Each generation has done its part to maintain its foundations over 75 
years.  
 

Rationale: Positions our Social Security system as a key part of the nation’s 
infrastructure, and blunts the charge that it is out of money by positioning it 
as an indispensable institution we have to maintain.  

"Social Security is an American system that is supposed to be there for 
you when you need it. You pay it in when you work for a means of 

survival when needed." (Conservative, AL, age 50) 

What we built 
 

Frame SS as a concrete object with a 
function 

The Social Security system 

Should not dismantle it/erode its protections/ 
pull it apart brick by brick 

It works, delivers secure retirement 

A core institution, public structure 

Analogous to highway system, court system, 
water system 

 

 

Social Security is a huge system that serves 
almost everyone, and took decades of 

planning and hard work to build. Dismantling 
it would be like getting rid of our highway 

system.  
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Why we built it 

Our Social Security system is vital because it is by far the safest, most efficient, 
most universal, and most reliable way for Americans to guarantee their retirement 
savings.  
  
Private retirement investments are inherently risky.  Even sophisticated investors 
can lose everything. And, we have a responsibility to secure the dignity of our 
families and ourselves when wages stop at retirement, disability or death of a 
worker. 
 
Rationale: Reinforces what the public already knows—that investments in 
stocks and real estate can collapse, and our Social Security system has 
proven reliable. 

 "Social Security is safe and secure and the cost to administer the 
program is very low, unlike a private account." Conservative, MO, 

age 36 

Why we built it 
 

Frame SS as the most reliable retirement 
system 

More reliable than 401k, Wall St. investment 

The one system we can all count on 

Hasn’t missed a payment in 75 years 

Foundational insurance; people can outlive 
savings 

A basic retirement package, foundation to 
build on 

 

If the middle class can’t count on Social 
Security in their retirement years, what can it 
count on?  Not home equity, or 401Ks and 

IRAs whose value has dropped.  Not 
disappearing pension plans. Social Security is 
the one retirement system that really works.  

“Trickery” Revisited 

 Sticky, clear, compelling 

 Explains other side's story, adds motive 

 More constructive than blaming politicians 

 A useful follow-on explanation 

Don't be fooled by the people who want you 
to give up on Social Security.  The idea that 
the program is in trouble comes from people 

who are trying to trick us for their own 
reasons.  Wall Street brokers stand to make 
huge new trading fees if they get to handle 

more private retirement accounts.  

Scrap the Cap 

 Solvency argument work well AFTER you 
have told the core story 

 Instead of saying “scrap the cap” say 
“making millionaires and billionaires pay 
the same rate as the rest of us” 

 Same rate for same guarantee of a basic 
income 



12/15/2015 

5 

Our Critical System, Our Critical Choice 

What We Built and Why We Built It 
 
1. Our Social Security system is vital because it is the only system we can 
count  on to make sure we can retire with financial security 
2. Much safer than the alternatives: 401(k)’s, housing equity, pensions 
 
The choices we face:  
 
1. Maintain and improve our system, as past generations have done 
2. Hands off Social Security 
3. Tear our system apart brick by brick: Main St. gets less, Wall St. gets 
more  

The Choices We Face 

Limit the options on our terms: 
1. Maintain and improve social security, as past 
generations have done 
2. Hands off Social Security 
3. Pull the Social Security system apart brick  
by brick, so Main St. gets less, and Wall St. gets 
more 

The Responsible Choice: Maintain and 
Improve for Future Generations 

• Maintain and improve social security, as past generations have done. 

• Young and middle-aged Americans have been losing pension protections, 
home equity, 401(k) value and jobs in this recession, creating a fast-
approaching retirement income crisis for people in their 40’s and 50’s. 

• Social Security’s foundational life insurance, disability insurance, and 
retirement savings are the most efficient, comprehensive, fair, and effective 
protection available. 

• We should build on this success by expanding benefits, so people who 
have to work less to raise kids or care for parents still get benefits. Seniors 
should not be sentenced to an impoverished old age after a lifetime of work. 

• If millionaires and billionaires pay their fair share, so everyone pays into the 
system at the same rate on their wages, Social Security will be able to 
expand benefits for decades to come.    

 

Today’s Common Sense Choice: Hands 
Off Social Security 

• Leave our SS system alone until we fix the economy and solve more 
pressing problems 

• This is the one retirement income system that’s working for 
everybody. Let’s not mess it up. 

• Our Social Security system is fully funded for the next two decades. 

• Congress should ensure that all benefits can be paid forever, but 
action doesn’t have to occur in the next year or two, when we have 
so many economic problems 

• When Congress does address Social Security, it should not roll it in 
with deficit legislation, since Social Security does not add a penny to 
the national debt. Any changes need to be made in the open with the 
input and support of the American people. No dirty backroom deals. 

The Irresponsible Choice: Pull Our Social 
Security System Apart Brick by Brick 

• Main St. gets less, and Wall St. gets more 
• Some people want to dismantle the system so more 

savings is managed by Wall St and they make more fees 
• Slashing middle class benefits, raising the retirement age, 

cutting cost of living protections, turning social security 
into means-tested welfare, and privatizing are all just ways 
to tear the system apart brick by brick. 

• Some politicians are plotting a backroom deal to cut our 
Social Security – and our children and grandchildren will 
be the biggest losers 

In a Nutshell… 

1.  Call it our Social Security system. 
 
2.  Tell the Story: What We Built and Why We Built it 
Emphasize that our SS system is critical because it is sound,  
successful, and much safer than all the risky alternatives 
 
3.  Limit the debate to our three options:  
1. Maintain and improve 
  2. Hands off 
  3. Pull it apart brick by brick  



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

How Social Security Benefits All Americans 
 
Seniors 
• 42.9 million retirees and their dependents collect Social Security every month 
• Nearly two-thirds (65 percent) receive half or more of their income from Social Security 
• If Social Security is not included, 41.5 percent of the elderly have incomes below the 
poverty line. 
 
People with Disabilities 
• Social Security is the nation’s largest disability program: 8.9 million workers with severe 
disabilities, 260,000 widow(er)s with disabilities, and 140,000 spouses of workers with 
disabilities receive disability-related benefits each month. 
• Without Social Security, 55 percent of people with disabilities and their families would 
live in poverty 
 
Women 
• 32.3 million women receive Social Security benefits, over half (54.7 percent) of all 
beneficiaries 
• Women represent about 66 percent of all Social Security beneficiaries aged 85 and 
older, the fastest growing segment of the population. 
• Women most often are the family members caring for the elderly, people with 
disabilities, and surviving children. 
• Social Security has a progressive benefit formula, which provides larger proportionate 
benefits (though smaller in dollar amount) to low-income workers, part-time workers, and  
those with gaps in their working record due to unemployment, time caring for family 
members, or other reasons. For these reasons, women as a group receive 
disproportionately higher benefits from Social Security. 
• Women of voting age who have never been married, are divorced, are separated or are 
widowed–groups disproportionately dependent on Social Security–comprised 41 percent 
of all reported women voters in 2014. 
 
People of Color 
• Social Security is the only source of retirement income for 36.7 percent of African 
Americans aged 65 and over, for 42.8 percent of Hispanics aged 65 and over, and for 32.4 
percent of Asian Americans aged 65 and over. 
• Without Social Security, the poverty rate among African-American seniors would almost 
triple, from 18 to 51 percent and would rise from 21 percent to 52 percent for Hispanic 
Americans. 
 



 
• Because of their poorer health status, African Americans are more likely to become 
disabled or die prematurely than their white counterparts. In 2010, the most recent year 
for which racial data is available, although approximately 13 percent of the population was  
black, African-American children constituted about 22 percent of the children receiving 
Social Security survivor benefits, and African Americans represent 19 percent of those 
receiving disability insurance benefits 
• Because African Americans, Hispanic American, and Native Americans have lower 
median earnings than the population as a whole and have higher rates of unemployment, 
they receive disproportionately higher benefits from Social Security, as a result of Social 
Security’s progressive benefit formula, which provides larger proportionate benefits 
(though smaller in dollar amount) to lower-income workers. 
 
Children and their parents 
• Social Security is the nation’s largest children’s program: 4.4 million children receive 
Social Security benefits. 
• Social Security is the primary source of life and disability insurance protection for 
working parents and their children; 
• Social Security is the largest source of income in families where grandparents are rearing 
grandchildren. 
• Social Security lifts 1.1 million children above the poverty line 
 
Workers 
• Approximately 167 million workers contribute 6.2 percent of their wages up to the 
maximum taxable wage base ($118,500 in 2015) to Social Security (an equal amount is 
matched by their employers) in exchange for the promise of benefits in the event of 
disability, death or old age 
• Younger workers have been told repeatedly that the program will not be there for them 
when they retire and that, to the extent it is, it will be a bad deal. They tend not to 
appreciate the life insurance and disability insurance protection. (A 30-year-old worker, 
with a spouse and two young children, earning around $30,000 holds Social Security life 
insurance protection with a value of roughly $550,000, and Social Security disability 
insurance protection with a value of roughly $583,000.) 
• Workers want to be assured that they will get a fair deal, that their Social Security 
contributions are buying them benefits that will be there when they need them 
• Social Security has greatly reduced the pressure to house and/or provide financial 
support for elder parents, thereby supporting the dignity and independence of the old and 
the ability of many adult children to direct their financing resources on their children’s 
education. 
 
American soldiers and veterans 
• Soldiers fighting for our country are covered by Social Security. If they have disabilities, 
they receive benefits, as do their dependents, and so do their families if they are killed. 
9.4 million Military veterans receive Social Security – almost one out of every four adult 
Social Security beneficiaries. 
 

 



 
All Americans in times of national crisis or disaster 
• Social Security is currently paying monthly benefits to over 2,350 children and over 850 
spouses of victims of the 9/11 terrorist attack 
• Virtually every child who lost a parent on 9/11 will receive a Social Security check until 
his or her late teens, as a result of the work effort of the parent who died. 
• Social Security was among the first insurers on the scene immediately after the terrorist 
attack. The first checks were mailed on October 3, 2001 – just three weeks after the attack. 
In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Social Security representatives were on-
site at evacuation centers, the Houston Astrodome and elsewhere to ensure that people 
who no longer had homes and banks could nevertheless receive on-time payment of their 
benefits. 
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key factS aBout Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid in the

united StateS of aMerica

Social Security Works for the united States’ Residents and Economy
•	 Social Security provided benefits to 59,007,158 Americans in 2014, 1 in 5 (18.5 percent) residents. 
•	 Americans received Social Security benefits totaling $848.2 billion in 2014, an amount equivalent to 5.8 

percent of the state’s total personal income [Figure 1 in full report]. 
•	 The average Social Security benefit in the United States was $14,375 in 2013.
•	 Social Security lifted 21,905,000 Americans out of poverty in 2013.

Social Security Works for the united States’ Seniors 
•	 Social Security provided benefits to 39,008,771 U.S. retired workers in 2014, two-thirds (66.1 percent) of 

beneficiaries [Figure 3 in full report].
•	 Social Security lifted 14,824,000 U.S. residents aged 65 and older out of poverty in 2013. Without Social 

Security, the elderly poverty rate in the United States would have increased from 1 in 11 (9.1 percent) to 3 in 7 
(43.5 percent) [Figure 4 in full report].

Social Security Works for the united States’ Workers with Disabilities
•	 Social Security provided disability benefits to 8,954,518 workers in 2014, 1 in 7 (15.2 percent) U.S. 

beneficiaries [Figure 3 in full report].

Social Security Works for the united States’ Women
•	 Social Security provided benefits to 30,194,674 U.S. women in 2014, 1 in 5 (18.6 percent) U.S. women. 
•	 Social Security lifted 8,793,000 U.S. women aged 65 and older out of poverty in 2013. Without Social 

Security, the poverty rate of elderly women would have increased from 1 in 9 (11.1 percent) to half (47.8 
percent) [Figure 4 in full report]. 

Social Security Works for the united States’ Children
•	 Social Security provided benefits to 4,355,214 U.S. children in 2014, 1 in 13 (7.4 percent) U.S. beneficiaries 

[Figure 3 in full report].

Social Security Works for the united States’ People of Color
•	 Social Security provided benefits to one-quarter (24.9 percent) of African American households in the United 

States in 2013, 3,454,203 households.
•	 Social Security provided benefits to 1 in 6 (17.2 percent) Latino households in the United States in 2013, 

2,398,600 households.
•	 Social Security provided benefits to one-quarter (25.4 percent) of American Indian and Alaska Native 

households in the United States in 2013, 207,055 households.
•	 Social Security provided benefits to 1 in 6 (17.6 percent) Asian American, Hawaiian Native, and Pacific 

Islander households in the United States in 2013, 876,688 households.



Social Security Works for the united States’ Rural Communities 
•	 One-quarter (25.9 percent) of rural or non-metropolitan Americans received Social Security in 2014, compared 

with 1 in 5 (19.9 percent) metropolitan Americans. 

Medicare Works for the united States’ Residents and Economy
•	 49,435,610 Americans received Medicare benefits in 2012—1 in 6 residents.
•	 Medicare provided $471.3 billion in benefits to Americans in 2009—22.5 percent of all health care spending 

nationwide. The average expenditure per Medicare beneficiary was $10,308 [Figure 1 in full report].

Medicare Works for the united States’ Seniors and People with Disabilities
•	 41,116,359 of the United States’ 49,435,610 Medicare beneficiaries were aged 65 or older in 2012—4 in 5 

beneficiaries.
•	 9,400,081 of the United States’ 49,435,610 Medicare beneficiaries were people with disabilities in 2012— 

1 in 5 beneficiaries.

Medicaid Works for the united States’ Residents and Economy
•	 55,413,000 Americans received Medicaid benefits in 2013—1 in 6 state residents. 
•	 A total of $438.2 billion in Medicaid benefits were paid to Americans in 2013. In 2009, Medicaid spending 

was 17.5 percent of all health care spending in the state. The average expenditure per Medicaid beneficiary in 
2013 was $7,908 [Figure 1 in full report].

Medicaid Works for the united States’ Seniors, People with Disabilities and Long-Term Care 
Recipients
•	 6,411,400 of the United States’ 55,413,000 Medicaid beneficiaries were aged 65 or older in 2011—1 in 11 

beneficiaries.
•	 10,055,800 of the United States’ 55,413,000 Medicaid beneficiaries were people with disabilities in 2011— 

1 in 7 beneficiaries.
•	 Medicaid provided $123 billion in long-term care benefits for U.S. residents in 2013. In 2011 Medicaid 

provided nursing home care for 867,658 nursing home residents, 5 in 8 U.S. residents enrolled in nursing 
homes.

www.socialsecurityworks.org



IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT EXPANDING SOCIAL SECURITY 
 
• Social Security is a family insurance plan, which insures wages against loss in the event of 

disability, death, or old age.  Nearly one in five Americans receives its benefits.  Nearly two-
thirds (65 percent) of seniors rely on Social Security for half or more of their incomes. 

 
• Expanding Social Security will help address the nation’s looming retirement income crisis, the 

current squeeze on working families, and rising wealth inequality. 
 
• Social Security is the most universal, efficient, secure, and fair retirement income program in the 

nation.  But its benefits are modest, averaging just $14,704 for all beneficiaries. 
 
• Social Security is conservatively financed and managed.  It can only pay benefits if it has 

sufficient income to cover all costs and it is prohibited from borrowing.  (That is why, by law, it 
cannot and does not add a penny to the federal debt.)  It has run a surplus for the last thirty 
years.  Its projected surplus in 2015 is $9.2 billion.  It has an accumulated surplus of $2.8 trillion. 

 
• Social Security’s benefits are extremely affordable, as would be expanded benefits. The current 

program costs about 5 percent of GDP.  In the coming decades, the costs are projected to level off 
at around just 6 percent of GDP.  That increase is at a time when the portion of the population 
aged 65 or older is projected to increase from about 14.7 percent to 23.2 percent. 

 
• 43 Senators and 119 Members of the House of Representatives have called for expanding 

benefits.  Most of them have co-sponsored specific proposals.  In addition, leading national 
organizations supporting seniors, women, people of color, and others, have sponsored their own 
proposals.  The proposals pay not only the costs of the improvements but also for Social Security’s 
projected long-range shortfall, modest and still about two decades away. 

 
• A leading proposal is the Safeguarding American Families and Expanding Social Security Act 

introduced by Senator Brian Schatz, which expands benefits by around $70 a month for virtually 
all beneficiaries, adopts the more accurate CPI-E for measuring the size of the automatic cost of 
living increase beneficiaries receive every January, and pays for the improvements by requiring 
the top 6 percent of workers to contribute to Social Security the same percentage of their 
salaries as the other 94 percent of Americans do.  (Currently, workers pay 6.2 percent of their 
wages, matched by employers, but only up to a maximum wage amount—$118,500 in 2015–and 
zero on wages above that amount.) 

 
• If Senator Schatz’s bill were enacted today, it would increase federal revenue by a net amount 

(i.e., excluding the cost of the higher benefits) of $5.2 trillion (in today’s dollars) over the next 75 
years (the traditional Social Security valuation period). 
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Bills Introduced in the 114
th

 Congress to Expand Social Security 
 
 

Bill Name 
 

Changes to Social Security 
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Social Security Expansion Act 

S. 731 

 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) 

Immediately subjects earnings above $250k to the payroll 
tax. Creates temporary “doughnut hole” of earnings not 
taxed between current cap and $250k, which will close 
steadily as the current cap grows to $250k. Switches to the 
more accurate CPI-E. Changes the benefit formula in a way 
which boosts benefits for all Social Security beneficiaries by 
approximately $65 per month.  

    
The Social Security 2100 Act 

H.R. 1391 & S. 1904 

 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) 
Rep. John Larson (D-CT-1) 
 

Provides an across the board 2% increase for all 
beneficiaries so that all Social Security recipients would see 
an immediate benefit increase starting in 2015. Switches to 
the more accurate CPI-E.  Protects the lowest income 
beneficiaries be ensuring that those who paid into the system 
receive a minimum benefit equal to 125% of the poverty 
line.  Over 24 years, increases the payroll tax on workers and 
employers from 6.2% to 7.4%.  This is a 0.05% increase 
each year would be the equivalent of 50 cents per week 
cumulatively.  Lift the cap by applying the payroll tax to 
earners making more than $400,000. Ensures the solvency of 
the DI Trust Fund through a clean reallocation of the payroll 
tax.  

    

Social Security Enhancement 

and Protection Act 

H.R. 1756 

 

Rep. Gwen Moore (D-WI-4) 

Increases the special minimum benefit paid to workers who 
have spent long careers in low-wage jobs. Gives credits of 
up to five years toward the minimum benefit for a parent 
who leaves the workforce to raise a child younger than six 
years old. Provides a 5% increase for the very old. Restores 
the benefits of survivors in college up to age 22. Eliminates 
the cap on taxable income and gradually increases FICA. 

    
Protecting and Preserving 

Social Security Act 

S. 960 & H.R. 1811 

 

Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-HI) 
Rep. Ted Deutch (D-FL-21) 

Switches to the more accurate CPI-E. Lifts the cap and asks 
higher income earners to pay Social Security on all their 
earnings in order to increase the program’s revenue stream 
and extend the overall solvency of the program. Extends 
Social Security’s solvency by gradually eliminating the tax 
cap over 7 years. 

    

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/731?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+731%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1391?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+1391%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1904/committees?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22blumenthal%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1756?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Moore%2C+Gwen%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1756?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Moore%2C+Gwen%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/960?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hirono%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1811?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22deutch%22%5D%7D
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Fair Adjustment and Income 

Revenue for Social Security 

Act 

H.R. 1984 

 

Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR-4) 

Switches to the more accurate CPI-E. Extends Social 
Security’s solvency by gradually eliminating the tax cap. 
Extends the solvency of the Social Security Disability 
Insurance Trust Fund by allocating tax revenue from 
incomes above the indexed cap to the disability fund.      

Keeping Social Security 

Solvent Act 

H.R. 2078  

 

Rep. Paul Tonko (D-NY-20) 

Eliminates the cap on taxable income 

    
Social Security Fairness Act 

S. 1651 

 

Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) 

Repeals the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and the 
Government Pension Offset (GPO), which reduces the 
Social Security benefits of workers and spouses/widow(er)s 
who receive pensions from a federal, state, or local 
government for employment not covered by Social Security.  

    
One Social Security Act 

H.R. 3150 

 

Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-CA-34) 

Ensures that all Social Security Disability Insurance 
beneficiaries receive 100% of their earned benefit beyond 
2016. Does not change Social Security’s overall financial 
condition.     

CPI-E Act of 2015 

H.R. 3351 

 

Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA-17) 

Switches to the more accurate CPI-E. 

    
Caregiver Credit Act 

H.R. 3377 

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY-17) 

Modestly enhances caregivers' Social Security benefits. 
Anyone spending at least 80 hours a month providing care to 
a dependent relative under the age of 12 or a chronically 
dependent individual is eligible to claim the credit, for up to 
60 months. The credit would be structured in a way to 
complement earnings and would be progressive, with those 
not receiving income earning a higher credit, eventually 
phasing out when an individual earns more than the average 
national wage.   

    
SAFE Social Security Act 

S. 1940 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Brian Schatz (D-HI) 

Ensures millionaires and billionaires pay the same rate as the 
rest of Americans by gradually eliminating the Social 
Security tax cap.  Changes the benefit formula in a way 
which boosts benefits for all Social Security beneficiaries by 
approximately $70 per month. Benefit increase is targeted to 
help those in the low and middle of the income distribution. 
Switches to the more accurate CPI-E. 

 

    
 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1984?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+1984%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1984?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+1984%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2078?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+2078%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2078?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+2078%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1651?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s1651%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1651?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s1651%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3150?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr3150%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3351?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr3351%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3377?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr3377%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1940?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22schatz%22%5D%7D
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Other Related Bills 

Bill Name Details 

Social Security Fraud & Error 

Prevention Act of 2015 

H.R. 1419 

 

Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-CA-34) 

Provides resources dedicated for program integrity. Increases funds dedicated to 
Cooperative Disability Investigations Units (CDIs). Punishes internet funding 

Social Security Accountability Act 

H.R. 2169 

 

Rep. Brian Higgins (D-NY-26) 

Requires SSA to collect caseload statistics. Requires SSA provide justifications 
for all office closings. Public notice and input would be mandatory before office 
closings. 

SSI Restoration Act 

S. 1387 & H.R. 2442 

 

Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-AZ-3) 

Indexes earned income limit to $364 a month. Indexes general income limits to 
$112. Indexes cash and asset limits to $10,000 for an individual and $15,000 for 
a couple. Allows beneficiaries to receive financial, food, and housing support 
from friends and family.  

Social Security Earned Benefits 

Payment Act 

S. 2090 & H.R. 3621 

 

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) 
Rep. Sander Levin (D-MI-9) 

“Clean reallocation” between the SSDI and OASI trust funds. Prevents a 20-
percent cut in disability insurance benefits at the end of 2016. Extends SSDI trust 
fund solvency to 2034.   

Stop Social Security Garnishment for 

Student Debt Act 

H.R. 3967 

 

Rep. Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ-3) 

Amends title 31 US code to prohibit administrative offset of Social Security 
benefit payments with respect to claims arising from Federal student loans, and 
for other people 

Seniors and Veterans Emergency 

Benefits Act (SAVE Benefits Act) 

S.2251 & H.R. 4144 

 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) 
Rep. Tammy Duckworth (D-IL-8) 

In the absence of a 2016 COLA adjustment, provides a onetime $581 lump sum 
payment to recipients of Social Security and Veterans Benefits.  Funds are 
provided through the permanent closure of a tax loophole on executive bonuses.  
Additional funds after this year will continue to go to the Social Security Trust 
fund. 

Protection of Social Security Benefits 

Restoration Act 

S. 2387 

 

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) 

Repeals the 1996 Social Security garnishment rules for Social Security. The 
legislation would prevent Social Security from being garnished for federal 
student debt, home loans owed to the Veterans Administration, and food stamps 
overpayments.  

 

 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/731?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+731%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/731?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+731%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2169?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr2169%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1387?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s1387%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2442?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr2442%5C%22%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2090?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2090%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3621?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr3621%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3967/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr3967%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2251?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2251%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4144?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22duckworth+tammy%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2387?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2387%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
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Other Expansion Assets 

Asset Name Details 

Senate Budget Expansion Amendment 

S.Con.Res. 11, Amendment 1094  

 

 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) 
 

 

42 Democratic Senators voted YES on 

March 27, 2015 

The Chairman of the Committee on the Budget of the Senate may revise the 
allocations of a committee or committees, aggregates, and other appropriate 
levels in this resolution for one or more bills, joint resolutions, amendments, 
amendments between the Houses, motions, or conference reports relating to the 
sustainable expansion of benefits under the Social Security program and 
promoting the complete long-term actuarial solvency of the Federal Old-Age and 
Survivors Insurance Trust Fund and the Federal Disability Insurance Trust Fund, 
by the amounts provided in such legislation for those purposes,  provided that 
such legislation would not increase the deficit over either the period of the total 
of fiscal years 2016 through 2020 or the period of the total of fiscal years 2016 
through 2025.  

Resolution to Protect & Expand Social 

Security  

H.Res. 393 

 
Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-IL-9) 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives 
supports policies to protect and expand Social Security and secure its long-term 
future in a fair and responsible manner. 
 
 

 

http://www.warren.senate.gov/files/documents/GAI15314.pdf
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=114&session=1&vote=00131
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=114&session=1&vote=00131
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-resolution/393?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hres393%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1


Post-Training Expectations 

The fight to preserve and expand Our Social Security System is ever-evolving; therefore we need to 
maintain contact to make sure activists are up to date with what’s going on in Washington.  Also, we want 
to know what you have been doing in your state, allowing us to connect activists all over the nation. 

We will: 

 Host monthly Tele-Town halls  
o Instructions to join will be provided via email 

 Send quarterly emails through your Alliance system 
 Provide you with media opportunities by sending out press lists for radio, television, and print 

media outlets in all 50 states 
 Provide online access to the training presentation 
 Provide online resources with downloadable training materials 
 Keep you updated on current events related to Social Security through our Social Insurance 

listserv 

We need you to: 

 Reach out to your chapters and communities and use the information you received to train other 
activists 

 Contact us with your success stories so we can use our communications platforms to highlight 
them to a greater audience  

 Engage in at least two media contacts per quarter (ex. Letters to the editor, calling in on local talk 
shows, visiting editors of small community papers) 
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SSW Digital Toolkit 

Posting on Facebook: 

When posting on Facebook don’t forget to: 

 Include information specific to the legislator you are referring to.  
o To tag a legislator do a Google search of the legislators name and the word “Facebook”, 

Ex. “Marcia Fudge Facebook” 
o After the Member’s Facebook pops up in the search, go to the page and confirm that it is 

the members official Facebook (often indicated by a blue checkmark) 
o To include the legislator in your post type the @ symbol followed by the name of the 

legislator on their official Facebook page (do not leave space after the @ symbol) 
o Ex. @Representative Marcia L. Fudge will you support the end to garnishment of Social 

Security to fulfill student debt? 

Sample Facebook Posts: 

[Insert Representative or Senator] supporting Senator Warren’s SAVE Benefits Act means supporting 
70 million veterans and beneficiaries who will not receive a COLA in 2016.  We need you to support 
Americans now.  [insert link to bill from congress.gov] 

Americans should not be punished for pursuing higher education by garnishing their Social Security 
benefits to pay off student debt.  [Insert Representative] will you stand with Representative Grijalva and 
thousands of Americans to protect Social Security Benefits from student debt garnishment.  Sign on to the 
“Stop Social Security Garnishment for Student Debt Act of 2015” now [insert link to bill from 
congress.gov] 

Millions of retired Americans are living on Social Security benefits that on average amount to only 
$13,000 a year, barely above the poverty line for a single person household.  [Insert Representative], the 
nation needs to be committed to Social Security expansion. Will you sign on to House Resolution 393 and 
commit to expanding Social Security? [Insert link to bill from congress.gov] 

Social Security is one of America’s oldest and most successful programs keeping millions of Americans 
out of poverty.  Now is the time to reject cuts and embrace expansion [Insert presidential/legislative 

candidate] where do you stand on expanding Social Security? 

Currently, Americans only pay Social Security Taxes on the first $118,500 of earned income meaning the 
richest of the rich do not pay their fair share of income towards Social Security annually.  If everyone 
paid their fair share we could expand the program.  [Insert Legislator] will you stand with us to ensure 
everyone pays their fair share?   

Posting on Twitter: 

When posting on Twitter don’t forget 

 You are limited to 140 characters meaning you can only use 140 letters, numbers, symbols and 
spaces 



 Include the specific legislator you are referring to: 
o To tag a legislator do a Google search which includes their name state and the word 

“Twitter”.  Ex “Marcia Fudge Ohio Twitter” 
o Click the first link, if they have a twitter it will usually also be verified with a blue check 
o Copy the handle (starts with an @ sign) and paste the handle into your tweet 
o Ex. @RepMarciaFudge will you support an end to student debt garnishment of SS 

benefits? 

Sample Twitter Posts 

With no COLA in 2016, seniors and veterans need a boost, [Insert Senator] support Senator Warren’s 
SAVE Benefits Act  

[Insert Rep] will you stand with Rep. Grijalva to stop the garnishment of Social Security benefits for 
student debt? 

Our Social Security program lifts millions out of poverty. Can we count on you [legislator] to support  no 
cuts to our SS system? 

Americans should pay their fair share into the Social Security system, despite income level. [Legislator] 
stand with us! #scrapthecap 

[insert legislator] supports raising the retirement age, each year it is raised = 7% cut in benefits.  
Americans don’t support CUTS! 

Other Social Media Resources 

Follow us on Twitter at @SSWorks (https://twitter.com/SSWorks) 
and on Facebook at “Social Security Works” (https://www.facebook.com/socialsecurityworks)  to access 
and share graphics and blogs related to Social Security protection and expansion. 

 

Creating a Petition 

Petitions are one of the ways Social Security Works builds and demonstrates support for specific issues 
surrounding protection and expansion of Social Security.  Building petitions in your local area or state for 
issues surrounding Social Security is not only a good way to bring attention to an issue but also a good 
way to demonstrate how many people care about the issue.   

 
While you can do paper petitions, online petitions are available and may be more likely to reach a wider 
audience.  You can start online petitions on websites like moveon.org and change.org, which give you 
step by step instructions on how to create your petition and issue a link for you to post on Facebook or 
twitter.  Once your petition is created you collect signatures by posting within your networks to raise 
awareness surrounding the issue. 

  



 

Writing Letters to the Editor (LTE)  
When writing letters to the editor don’t forget to: 

• Tie your letter to recent events (i.e., absence of a cost-of-living adjustment, comment by a 
politician, lack of a position of a candidate running for federal office, etc.) 

• Keep it brief (150 to 300 words) 
• Explain what is happening and what should be done 
• Check the editorial page for any restrictions (such as length restrictions) 
• Include  your name, address, phone number, and email address in the top right corner of 

your letter 
• Begin with “Dear Editor”, and end with a salutation followed by your name and 

professional or personal affiliation, if any, that is relevant to the content of the letter 
• Proofread 
• Include any legislator, executive, or corporation who has supported or opposed the issue 

you are writing about 
• Check to make sure all factual information is updated and correct 

Sample Letters to the Editor 

“Keeping Social Security healthy is a critical part of stopping the nation’s looming retirement 
income crisis from getting any worse. We should be looking to strengthen Social Security, not 
cut it. By simply having all Americans, including the super-rich, pay their fair share into the 
Social Security system, we can increase benefits for all beneficiaries while restoring Social 
Security to long-range balance.” 

“Politicians in Washington are using the deficit as an excuse to try and make seniors work longer 
and cut benefits behind closed doors, but Social Security has not contributed a penny to the 
federal deficit. Workers pay for Social Security. It belongs to the people who have worked all 
their lives and contributed to the program, not to politicians in Washington who want to use it as 
a piggy bank to give tax cuts to the rich and bailouts to Wall Street. Social Security is a public 
enterprise that should be protected and expanded as it will continue to provide retirement 
security for generations to come.” 

“While higher education is necessary step for many careers, the reality is it is increasingly 
unaffordable and has resulted in insurmountable amounts of student debt.  Today’s policies allow 
student debt to handicap us in not only during our working life but also in retirement, through 
our government seizing part of our earned Social Security benefits to repay student debt.  No 
American should be punished for pursuing their dreams through higher education.  We need to 
end the garnishment of Social Security by the government.  Private creditors can’t garnish our 
Social Security; the government shouldn’t be able to either.” 



 

“I am writing to express my deep disappointment in this year's lack of cost-of-living increase for 
Social Security beneficiaries. As healthcare costs continue to rise, the strain on seniors, like me, 
is becoming unmanageable -- especially as previous tiny yearly COLAs failed to keep pace. 
Expanding benefits and switching to a COLA formula that more accurately reflects seniors' 
expenses are ways in which we can address this issue.  These changes can easily be funded by 
eliminating the cap, thereby ensuring that the wealthiest Americans contribute to Social Security 
on the entirety of their income, not just the first $118,500.  Expansion is not a choice, it is the 
only choice.” 

“As our nation moves towards equality not only in speech but in practice and law, I write to 
express my concern for leveling the playing field for those who provide the invaluable service of 
caregiving for family.  Today, caregivers, many of whom are women, selflessly give up their 
jobs to care for a loved one, suffer in retirement from decreased benefits due to their absence 
from the workforce.  Care for a loved one is a full-time commitment and should not be penalized 
with lower benefits in retirement.  I call upon [Insert legislator, executive etc.] to support 
caregivers by supporting the implementation of a Social Security caregiver credit.” 

An LTE will look like the following.  (Please note that it is perfectly fine if you have no 
professional affiliation.) 

Rosa Sands 
123 Avenue Lane 

Metro City, 54321 
Phone: 111-222-3333 

Email: SSrocks@email.org 
Dear Editor, 
 
[Insert 150-300 word text] 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rosa Sands 
Professor of Equality and Liberty 
Social Security Works University 
 
 

 

mailto:SSrocks@email.org


Event Flyer Template 

 

The following flyer can be used in an email or paper format in order to publicize the event to your chapter 
or local area: 

 

 

Join the [insert organization including state] 

Learn about how we can help to protect and expand our Social Security 
system 

The [Insert Organization] is holding a teach in for activists to learn not only about how Social Security is 
and will remain America’s strongest program but also how discuss the importance of Social Security with 

Legislators and media outlets. 

Join us as we discuss: 

 How opponents of Social Security have reduced confidence in the program over the years 
 How we can refute opponents message by proving solvency of Our Social Security system 

 How we can get our message to legislators, the media, and the world 

Our Social Security system is a corner stone of our nation and we need everyone in our communities to 
know that it is strong and will be here for generations to come.  We need activists like you to spread the 

word to your organizations and communities around the country! 

[Month, Date, Year] 
[Time] 

[Location Name] 
[Location Address] 

 
RSVP [Contact name, phone and email] 

 
  



Expanding Our Network 
 

Once you have held a training session in your local area it is important to collect the names and emails of 
the individuals you spoke with so that Social Security Works and Alliance for Retired Americans can 
continue to provide those individuals with updated information of what is happening in the fight to 
preserve and expand Social Security.  You can use the following sign-in  sheet to document the attendees 
at your event. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keep in touch and learn more about Social Security and retirement security  

(Please print clearly) 

[Insert Location and Date] 

Name Email 
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